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the commands or suggestions be positive rather than nega-
tive. These general rules of practical child trainino- have
been re-enforced by a number of researches. In one experi-
mental situation 32 three-fourths of the children responded
with obstinate behavior to negative commands but reacted
favorably to positive commands. Three groups of children
with different socio-economic backgrounds responded more
favorably to encouragement and emphasis on success than to
discouragement and emphasis on failure. The instruction,
"Blow this one [a balloon] up.   It is easy.   You can do it."
influenced more favorable performance than did the ques-
tion,
"Can you blow this one up?   It may be too hard."
Similarly, the encouraging comment,
"You almost did it that time."
was more effective than
"You haven't done it yet." 33
Emphasis on an immediate objective, such as
"If you cut the ball out, you may take it home today."
was clearly more potent than emphasis on a postponed ob-
jective, such as '
"If you cut the ball out you may take it home next week."
Suggestions, such as
"When I was downtown yesterday I saw some pretty red balloons.
I brought two home with me. They are in the paper sack on the
table by the window."
was more effective than the direct command,
"Bring them over here."
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